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The Salt Effect:

Photographs by Joni Sternbach from the Great Salt Lake

Divide across Salt Lake
20" x 24" Type C photograph.

Th e Sa It Effect is a phrase that | first heard while photographing during an artist-

in-residency in northwestern Utah, a region of great beauty and harsh conditions. It was
meant as a play off the term “The Lake Effect,” which describes the odor of Great Salt Lake
as the wind blows southward--a sulfur-like smell that ironically transforms a breathtaking
place into one where it can be unpleasant to take a simple breath. The Salt Effect aptly
describes my immersion and experience in the weather of the high desert surrounding
Great Salt Lake.

Centrally located in the middle of nowhere is a fascinating and melancholy intersection of
the natural and built worlds. In this region of Utah, historical events have left faint but
indelible marks. Two of the largest engineering efforts of the 19th and 20th century took
place here. In 1869 the completion of the transcontinental railroad was memorialized with
the Golden Spike, and during WWII the Wendover army air force base trained and housed
the Enola Gay crew before fueling and heading to Hiroshima. Such fateful acts are still
visible in the landscape.

Responsive to the challenges of the weather and terrain, | work with more than one
photographic process; the resulting pictures speak to ironies in the relationship between

people and their environment. Whether observing land use in Utah as a document of what

has already occurred or as a premonition of future devastation, my photographs explore
the impact of culture on nature and vice versa.

Great Salt Lake

8" x 10" unique tintype.

WHAT IS THE WEST? More

Joni Sternbach was born in the Bronx, New
York. She graduated from New York
University/International Center of
Photography (ICP) with an M.A. in
Photography in 1987. She is currently a
Visiting Artist at Cooper Union, faculty
member at ICP and the Center for
Alternative Photography teaching wet plate
collodion. Sternbach uses early
photographic processes to create
environmental portraits and landscapes.
Her photography has taken her to some of
the most desolate deserts in the American
West to some of the most prized surf
beaches in the world. Her work is part of
many public collections including the
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Museum of
Fine Arts, Houston and SF MOMA. She is the
recipient of several grants including NYFA
and CAPS.

Click here to Visit Joni's website

Lucin, lost train
8" x 10" unique tintype.
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8" x 10" unique tintype.

Intrepid Potash

8" x 10" unique tintype.

Tracks

8" x 10" unique tintype.




Homage to Fenton

8" x 10" unique tintype.

Chimney

8" x 10" unique tintype.

Myth and Matter

8" x 10" unique tintype.

No Man's Land -- near Smithson's jetty

8" x 10" unique tintype.










